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NORTHERN BOUNDARIES OF KOREA

1. North Korea-China Boundary

No active boundary dispute exists between Communist China and North
Korea at present. Some segments of the boundary could essily came into
dispute because of the ambiguity of past agreements on the boundary sand
the nature of the terrain that the boundary traverses, but it is unlikely
that any dispute will arise in the near future becsuse the present poliw
tical relationship between the two countries is smicable. Reportedly,
sgreements between the two countries include scme problems of border

control but whether these border problems are stated praecisely has not
been determined.

In the past, mmerous controversies have arisen over the Chine-~Korea
boundary. Most of them have involved the portion of the boundsry near
Pai~-t‘ou Shan, a volcanic peask that is the highest point of the wstershed
between the Yalu and Tumen Rivers. The segments of the boundary that
follow the main courses of these rivers have been relatively free from
dispute mlthough the precise delineation of the boundary in the rivers
has not been clearly established.

One of the main reascns for misunderstandings over the Pai-t'ou Shan
area is that it is almost uninhablited and until recently was largely un-
explored. The first known attempt to define the border in this area was
made 1n 1713, when the Chinese and Koreans evected s boundary monvment on
the watershed of the Yalu and Tumen Rivers near Pai-t'ou Shan. The inserip-
tion on the monument reads, in part, as follows:

-« .the Governor of Wu-la Province, Manchuris,
has under imperial mendate surveyed the
boundary to this point. After a close
inspection of the ares, we inseribe this
stone on the watershed dividing the Yalu
River to the west and the Tumen River to

the east, marking the boundary for Msnchuria
and Korea.

An agreement of 1909 (when Korea was under Japanese control) between Japan
and China stated that the boundary extended frocm the monument described
asbove to the headwater streams of ‘the Tumen River.
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The Govermments of Japan and China declare that
the river Tumen is recognized as forming the
boundary between China snd Korea and that in
the region of the source of that river the
boundary line ehell start from the boundary
monument and thence follow the eourse of the
stream Shihyishwei [Chinese: Shih-1~-ghui;
Korean: Sbgiilesu].

The deseription included in the officlel agreements led to confusion
and disagreement over which of the many stresms thet rediste from
Pai-t'ou Shan were the true headwater streams of the Yslu and Tumen
Rivers and, particularly, which one was "the stream Shihyishwei.”
Disagreement had arisen earlier over whether the Tumen River referred
to in the agreement of 1713 was the one that flows into the Sea of
Japan {the one generally accepted as the boundary river) or to another
river of the same neme that flows north into the Amur River syetea.

In 1914 & survey party had great diffieulty establishing a link

between the boundary monument snd the stream considered to be Shihryishwei.
The possibility that the momment erected in 1713 might have been moved
also was discussed. Currently the marker is presumed to be still in
existence although recent maps indicate that disegreement as to 1is
precise location. Chinese Communist maps show most of Pai-t'ocu Shan

as Chinese territory, whereas North Korean and Soviet maps show it as
Korean territory. ,

There ie a little more agreement as to the delineation of the border
in the segments along the Yslu ang Tumen Rivers. Although the Yalu
River haes been accepted as the boundary for many years and the Tunen
since &t least 1909, the actual river boundaries apparently have not
been demarcated and the river islands have not been formelly allocated
to one country or the other. Agreements that pertain mainly to reilway
administration divide Jurisdietion over one bridge across the Yalu and
another across the Tumen &t the middle of each structure, but the middle
location does not seem to #pply to the boundary in the river. The
following is quoted fram "The Convention Relating to Railwsy Connections
at Antung” of 2 November 1911:

For the purpose of through train service over
the two railways, the center of the Yalu iron
bridge shall be regarded ss the dividing line
between the two countries, the western rortlion
being the Chinese [side of the] boundery and
the esstern portion the Japsnese.

Apparently, neither country has ever claimed the entire river, and there
has been considerable cooperation between the two countries in matters of
navigation, especially in the operation of the twin ports of Antung and
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Ginpiju. While Koren wes umder Tapanese control, the boundary 1a the
¥aiu was generellyv aonsidered %o follow the Thlweg, o» main chacnel ,
witich would place the boundary closer to the Chinese eide tham to the
Forth Korean side of the stream and would pnt nearly sll of the iglande
vnder Koresn control.

sother possible sourcs of dfeprte 15 the Sup'ung Dam on the lower
¥alu, which has provided power for large ereas of botkh Thina snd Kores.
surisdiction over tha dam hag not been ¢efinitely esteblished bus if the
precedent of the bridee cases waere followed the boundery wonid be in the
middie of the dsm. “his ia ot known te be the case, aovever, aad thera

have been Indications that +he Koreens consider the project to be entiraly

within their jurisdiction. The last known border incident in thie srea
veeurred during repairs %o the dem in 1948-49, vhen tha Koreens -efused
all (hinese ald and nroceerded to repeir the entire structure. Tiis
on met with mild onposition and gome harrasement by the Chinesge,
but the oroblem was aprerently resolved mietly. Afte: the dam -ras
repaired the Chinese received larger quentities of eleatric rowe: than

eonh
R e

before. Recent reports indiente that the Chinese sre now recelving most,

if ret all. of the availsble alzetric nover from Bup une.

Considerable friction oceurred in the vast over the large nubers
oi’ Koreana 1iving In borter aress inside China. The largest concentra-
Licn of Eoreans 1s in the arem northeast of Pal-t’on 8hen, where they
constitute ebout 70 per cent of the total population. The Praserce of
Rorean residents. who were among the earliest settlers in this ares,

wes recognized and avnroved bv the 1900 Treaty. In lire with the Chines 2
Communigt nractice of grenting gemieavtoncmous govermment to ethnic groups

thet constitute meiorities in certain localities, the Yen-plen Kcrean
Autonomous Region wag established in this area in 1952. 1In the erea
south of Pai-t'on Shan the “heng-nai Koresn Autoncmous Hsien was estabe
Zished fn 1958.

Appfoved For Release 2001/03/02 : CIA-RDP63-00314R000200160009-6



Approved For Release 2001/03/02 : CIA-RDP63-00314R000200160009-6

2. Borth Xorea-~USSR Boundary

The boundary between North Korea and the USSR 1s not currently in
dispute although the Jegel status of this boundery is very uncertsin and
there seems to be no internationsl agreement relating to it. The boundary,
only about 10 miles long, is generslly considered to Pollow the main chen-
nel of the lower course of the Tumen River. Reither country has pressed
claims for additional territory, probably in part because of their close
political affinity and in part becsuse the land ad jecent to the river is
lovlying, marshy, and generelly unsuitable for hsbitation.

Few attempts have been made to define the status of the boundary.
When the Chine-Russia boundery to the north was demarcated in 1861 the
coamissioners carrying out the task stopped their work on the left bank
of the Tumen River, a coneiderable distance frap the mouth of the river,
and erected a boundary marker lettered "T". In 1886, a mixed commission
was sent out to verify the position of the China~-Russia boundary markers,
but it did not check the Korea~Russia boundary -- mainly because the
Czarist govermment of Rugsia felt it would not be correct to establish
an exact border with a country that was merely seml-independent. The
camission did move the boundary marker "I about 4 miles downstreanm
to & point ebout 10 miles from the mouth of the Tumen River snd alsc
proposed that an agreement be made to provide for navigaetion for the
Chinese in the lower course of the river. A Korean-Russian agreement
of 1888 provides for freedom of navigation on the lower Tumen for both
countries.

In 1911 the Russian govermment called to the attention of Japan,
which econtrolled Kores at that time, the fact that the boundary should
be delimited. In 1914, Jespan submitted a plan for the delimitation of
the boundary in the river chanrel, but nothing was done sbout 1t.

Nothing is known of any post-World Wer II agreement on boundary
delimitations, end the current status of the boundary reportedly remains
unchaenged. During the Korean Conflict a number of bridges were built
over the Tumen River but most of them were destroyed. One Jjointly
operated bridge now spans the river, but no agreements concerning the
boundary on this bridge have been reported.
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Map Reférencges

CIA Mep Library

Call No.

1. 2A000 Atlas Mira, Glavnoye Upravleniye, Geodezil 1
U586 Kartografii MVD, SSSR, 19%0.

1959

2. 24000 Atlas Mira, Glavnoye Upravleniye, Geodezii i
S8l Kartoprafli MVD, SSSR, 195%.

1954

3. GO00-22 Karta 888R, 1:2,500,000, Sheet 16, Glavnoye
116889 Upravieniye, Geodezii i Kartografii MVD,

SSSR, 1958.

4. aH4Y20 Chung-hua Jen-min Kung-Ho Kuo Ti-T'u Chi,

.T585 (Atlas of Pecple's Republic of China), October
1957 1957, Ti=-t'u Ch'u-pan She.

5. aBh20 Chung-hua Jen-min Kung Ho Kuo Fen Sheng Ti-T'u,
.T562 (Provincial Maps of the People's Repubiic of
1953 Chine), August 1953, Ti-t'u Ch'u-psn She.

6. 351;12‘0 Bew Provincial Atlas of China, V. K. Ting, 193k,
.T
1934

7- aH435 Choson Chicloch'op (Korean Atles), Kyoyuk Toso
. Ch'ulp'anss (Educetional Books Publicetion House)
1958 P*yongyeng, 1958.
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